These are fascinating times for scientific journals. The number of journals in biosciences is still growing, and likewise, the number of papers published each year seems to follow an almost exponential growth curve. What is interesting is that not all new journals still exist after 1 year. Most of them disappear after a few online issues have been released. Obviously, the majority of these new but rapidly dissolving journals are purely commercially driven. They promise open access to all papers, but the authors have to pay heavy submission and page charges. Reliable statistics are lacking, but most of the newly established journals appear to fade away within a short time span. If the journal does not make a profit, the publishers just stop and may start another new journal with a different name hoping to attract more submissions. Many of us receive daily e-mails of such journals soliciting for submissions. In many instances, review for such journals is of poor quality or even lacking.
The European Thyroid Journal (ETJ) is never soliciting for submissions, except for invited reviews. Nevertheless, the number of submissions to ETJ is steadily increasing. It allowed us to convert the journal from a quarterly to a bimonthly journal last year, without compromising quality. The quality of the journal is preserved by our peer reviewers, all established experts in their field. We honour them by listing their names at the bottom of this editorial. Also, the Annual Best Reviewer Award for the year 2016 was presented to Steen Bonnema from Odense, Denmark, providing him with free travel and registration at the ETA annual meeting in Belgrade. Authors submitting their papers to ETJ can expect fair and proper peer review, without being charged anything, also not on publication of their paper.
With volume 7 of ETJ comes a new associate editor for basic thyroidology, Jens Mittag from Lubeck, Germany. Josef Koehrle resigned as associate editor, accepting editorial responsibilities elsewhere. We also rejuvenated the Editorial Board of ETJ: 8 members are stepping down and are replaced by 8 new members. We would like to thank Josef Koehrle and the departing board members very much for their time and effort devoted to the journal and look forward to a fruitful cooperation with the new associate editor and board members.
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